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The panelists, clockwise from top left: Bich Ha Pham, Robert Doar, Frances Fox-Piven and Lawrence Mead.

Wednesday's panel on the 15th anniversary of welfare reform, held at NYU's Wagner School of Public
Service, was certainly full of heavy hitters on the subject of how the 1996 law has affected American
society. The lineup:

- New York City HRA Commissioner Robert Doar, chief proponent of the city's “Work First" welfare
policies.

- CUNY sociology professor and Glenn Beck target Frances Fox Piven, who has written about poverty
programs for more than 30 years.

- NYU politics professor Lawrence Mead, who provided the ideological underpinnings of Mayor Giuliani's
welfare overhaul in the 1990s.

- Bich Ha Pham, policy director for the Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies and author of several
reports criticizing city benefits policies.

Jarrett Murphy

City Limits

Yet as it soon became clear, the answer to the question posed by the panel's title—"Welfare Reform at 15:

Is It Working?"—depended almost entirely on how you define "working."
Finding exceptional services for

the de\'ﬂﬂllmel!tﬂ"? disabled and Doar, the keynote speaker, began with an impressive array of statistics of how things have changed since

ﬂlsaduall‘lagad is hard Bnoug]‘l. the pre-reform era. Work rates of unmarried mothers are way up; welfare caseloads are way down; food
stamp enrollment, after dipping in the '90s boom, is now up to "historic levels.” Child poverty rates,

Not haing able to meanwhile, have fallen from 43 percent to 30 percent since 1995.

afford those services

does not mean you The most recent Census figures show poverty again on the rise, he acknowledged, and "any increase in the

overty rate is a concern."” Still, he said, “the important point is that in New York City, child poverty is still
cannot access them. poverty ) ; portantp v, chiid poverty
well below the rate in the late 1990s.
Pham, who noted she herself was raised partly on welfare after her family arrived in the U.S. as war
refugees, answered with some of the same numbers but very different conclusions. "Since the Great
Recession, as Commissioner Doar states, the welfare rolls have barely budged,” she said. This, though, she

file:///F|/...edia%20Clippings%20for%20tracking/2011/9-29-11%20City%20Limits%62015%20Years%200n,%20Still%620N0%20Agreement%200n%20Welfare%20Reform's%20Impact.htm[9/29/2011 2:37:20 PM]


http://www.citylimits.org/manhattan
http://www.citylimits.org/bronx
http://www.citylimits.org/brooklyn
http://www.citylimits.org/queens
http://www.citylimits.org/statenisland
http://www.citylimits.org/membercenter/register.cfm
http://www.citylimits.org/membercenter/register.cfm
http://www.citylimits.org/membercenter/login.cfm
http://www.citylimits.org/membercenter/login.cfm
http://www.citylimits.org/advertising
http://www.citylimits.org/advertising
http://www.citylimits.org/
http://www.citylimits.org/blog
http://www.citylimits.org/rss/rss.cfm?feed=blog
http://www.citylimits.org/about_us/staff.cfm
http://ad.adlegend.com/click.ng?spacedesc=2105963_1099158_300x250_2143294_2105963&af=1119568&ml_pkgkw=-%253A%2522%2522&ml_pbi=-2105963&ml_camp=1113714&ml_crid=2143319&click=https://www4.gsb.columbia.edu/execed/programs/detail/5618/SLP?bannerid=CL.300x250
http://ad.afy11.net/ad?c=o39nmRtATkG++No36oJQm7+NAFOMZ0JlaV2-T7caoDQX0dn3c2m0jS7yN4LvBPHv1sZGwhqJwbJ07MmD7cT8zt6KTB2arNxk+jMsSxjbJbY=
http://www.citylimits.org/#
http://www.citylimits.org/#
http://www.citylimits.org/
http://www.citylimits.org/blog
http://www.citylimits.org/news/authors/120/neil-demause
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal_Responsibility_and_Work_Opportunity_Act
http://www.citylimits.org/news/articles/3701/will-welfare-rolls-rise
http://www.citylimits.org/news/articles/3701/will-welfare-rolls-rise
http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/2011/jan/30/frances-fox-piven-glenn-beck
http://www.citylimits.org/news/articles/2467/jason-s-brain-trust
http://www.citylimits.org/news/articles/3735/looking-for-a-safety-net
http://www.citylimits.org/news/articles/3735/looking-for-a-safety-net
http://ad.adlegend.com/click.ng?spacedesc=2105965_1099158_728x90_2143294_2105965&af=1119568&ml_pkgkw=-%253A%2522%2522&ml_pbi=-2105965&ml_camp=1113714&ml_crid=2143323&click=https://www4.gsb.columbia.edu/execed/programs/detail/5618/SLP?bannerid=CL.728x90
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B2Du1o7qETpfAKeWVmgev-fjtDJHbkpgCAAAAEAEg4aucFjgAUNqWu8gGWJGLhuMeYMnGqYvApNgPugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEC2gH_AWZpbGU6Ly8vRiU3Qy9ERVBUL0Z1cm1hbiUyMENlbnRlci9Db21tdW5pY2F0aW9ucy9QcmVzcy9DbGlwcGluZ3MlMjBhbmQlMjBUcmFja2luZyUyMGNpdGF0aW9ucyUyMHRvJTIwRkMlMjB3b3JrL01lZGlhJTIwQ2xpcHBpbmdzJTIwZm9yJTIwdHJhY2tpbmcvMjAxMS85LTI5LTExJTIwQ2l0eSUyMExpbWl0cyUyMDE1JTIwWWVhcnMlMjBPbiwlMjBTdGlsbCUyME5vJTIwQWdyZWVtZW50JTIwb24lMjBXZWxmYXJlJTIwUmVmb3JtJ3MlMjBJbXBhY3QuaOABBMACAuACAOoCFUJsb2dfQWRfU2xvdDNfMzAweDI1MPgC8NEekAPgA5gD4AOoAwHQBJBO4AQBoAYU&num=0&sig=AOD64_2dt-qD3KOM93_3tyv1-yXU0tgUgw&client=ca-pub-6742136810258191&adurl=http://edcspin.org/
http://www.citylimits.org/news/authors/102/city-limits
http://www.citylimits.org/news/authors/102/city-limits
http://www.citylimits.org/news/authors/103/jarrett-murphy
http://www.citylimits.org/news/authors/103/jarrett-murphy
http://www.citylimits.org/
http://www.citylimits.org/
http://www.citylimits.org/about_us
http://www.citylimits.org/about_us
http://www.citylimits.org/news
http://www.citylimits.org/news
http://www.citylimits.org/magazine
http://www.citylimits.org/magazine
http://www.citylimits.org/jobs_marketplace
http://www.citylimits.org/jobs_marketplace
http://www.citylimits.org/multimedia
http://www.citylimits.org/multimedia
http://www.citylimits.org/events
http://www.citylimits.org/events
http://www.citylimits.org/conversations/148/school-reform
http://www.citylimits.org/conversations/148/school-reform
http://www.citylimits.org/subscription
http://www.citylimits.org/subscription

15 Years On, Still No Agreement on Welfare Reform's Impact by Neil deMause, City Wire - CityLimits.org

All City Blogs | Add a Blog

City Blogs . . . . .
y Blog took as a sign not of success, but rather of increased barriers to applying for benefits.
1. Arts/Culture ) A A )
2. Brooklyn365 For example, she noted that the city now requires a 30- to 45-day "job search” period before welfare
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she said, "and then to be able to go and look for a job on your own." Instead, said Pham, applicants have to
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6. NotesFromMyUnderground spend full days on such activities as going door-to-door to ask local businesses if they're hiring. The result:

7. voyeur performa nyc a "huge dropoff" in welfare numbers thanks to people denied for failing to complete the job search

8. Elevate Difference program.

9. Education
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28. Brooklyn365 . . .
N v should extend something like the TANF work requirement to food stamps."
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Piven positively sputtered in reply: "With something like 25 million people in the United States looking for
full-time work and unable to find it, one has to wonder about the social benefits that would result from
putting even more pressure on poor women and men to go out into the labor market and take whatever

nl City Limits Magazine

LTS citylimitsorg job they can get"—especially when single mothers are having to put children in day care to seek scarce

jobs.
GITY citylimitsorg 19 workers at a
city-funded day care center run
by Alianza Dominicana, haven't
been paid regularly since April
2010: http://ow.ly/6GwMC
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"1 feel like I'm in an Alice in Wonderland world," continued Piven. "The top 1 percent collects 25 percent
of income, collects 40 percent of wealth. And here we are peering at these very poor people, most of them
women raising children, to figure out what's wrong with them that they still get a little bit of cash
assistance? This is madness."

The social benefit, Doar interjected, is personal responsibility. The fact that many former welfare
recipients have found jobs, he says, is an indicator of that: "I was as concerned as anyone about the awful
potential outcomes that were described when welfare reform was passed, but none of that really took
place.” Requiring work, he said, is a societal value just as is supplying aid like food stamps to those who
are working - and, as a bonus, helps establish credibility for social service programs with an otherwise
hostile public. "If we lose that,” he said, "then I think we really will have difficulty helping people in need.”
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